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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 27, 2012
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:39 PM.  Present were Selectwoman Bik, Selectmen Marchand, Sawyer, Wozniak and Haughey; Town Administrator Keyes; and Town Counsel Munoz.
The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. Bik made a motion to accept the minutes of the meeting of March 13, 2012, seconded by Mr. Sawyer.  Vote unanimous. 
Hearings & Minutes – Mr. Keyes said the Finance Committee is not meeting on April 2 and will be returning on April 9 to discuss the school budget only.  Mr. Keyes said the next Board of Selectmen meetings are April 10 and 24.  
Old Business 

Well #8 – Weston & Sampson - Mr. McClure - Weston & Sampson and Mr. Suprenant - DPW Director were here to provide an update.  Mr. Suprenant said the Town recently received a permit for Well #8.  He said this has been delayed for nearly a year.  Mr. McClure said the well will be running in 11-12 months.  Mr. McClure said the design is 85% completed and is waiting for outside sources for information to complete it.   
Mr. Suprenant said: the survey coordination is moving forward now and should take two weeks; the Town will be installing conduit for the electrical service within the next few weeks; and he is coordinating the removal of materials from the site with the owners of the subdivision.    
Mr. Sawyer said a survey is not needed; it is Town property and conduit was installed up to the road.  He said they were also informed that the well would be ready this spring.  
Mr. Suprenant said a State mandated water ban will go into effect on May 1.  He said if the drought situation exists he has a plan to make sure the Town has an adequate water supply and could put Well #2 online.  Mr. Suprenant said the consequences of a water ban are:  odd/even watering days; if true drought conditions are in effect, the second level will be no outside watering whatsoever and no residential non-essential use; and the third phase would be water restrictions to conserve water.  
Mr. Sawyer asked if money was sent in to National Grid.  Mr. Sawyer said the contract is from 2010.  Chairman Haughey called a point of order and said he did not think so.  Mr. Wozniak wants Mr. Keyes to look into it. 
Department of Public Works Update – Mr. Suprenant said: they are requesting bids at this time; notices did go out to Bellingham Road residents; he met with the contractor and went over the schedule and the goal is to have the pavement done for Bellingham Road in June; the widening will start this Thursday and they will put construction signs up and; they will cut some trees and widen the road between Woodcrest Lane and 61 Bellingham Road.  
Mr. Marchand asked what extent would Mr. Suprenant use DPW workers for Bellingham Road.  Mr. Suprenant said the major work (drainage and widening of the road) would be done with town forces.  Mr. Wozniak asked Mr. Suprenant if he is creating a comprehensive five year report for the Board.  Mr. Suprenant said he would provide an update and address the capital needs of the road.  
Mr. Wozniak asked about Rathbun Street and Mr. Suprenant said he would have to address it soon.  
Annual Vacation Time Policy – Mr. Keyes said he is still working on the final draft with Attorney Pfaff and wanted to discuss this at a later date.
Finance Team Update – Mr. Keyes said reconciliations are done up to September and will have a full report for the April 10 meeting.  
Veteran Payments – Town Administrator – Mr. Keyes said there is an issue regarding veterans’ payments.  Mr. Greenhalgh, Veterans’ Agent and Mrs. Warren, Collector/Treasurer were here to discuss.   Mr. Greenhalgh said Mrs. Muller has been assisting him.  Mr. Keyes asked Mrs. Warren why Mrs. Muller could not access this account.  Mrs. Warren said Mrs. Muller was removed from this account because it was her understanding that Mrs. Muller’s focus was the cash book.  She said she needs to certify the paperwork and wants access to Mrs. Muller’s spreadsheets to verify what she is signing.  She only pulled it away for the time being while Mrs. Muller is doing cash books.  
Mr. Keyes said this account was in disarray and Mrs. Muller straightened it out.  He strongly suggests as Town Administrator that Mrs. Muller be put back on the account.  Mr. Greenhalgh also requests that Mrs. Muller has access and would like for her to continue the work.  Mr. Keyes said he would sign off on the paperwork if necessary. 
Mr. Greenhalgh said there are six veterans who receive reimbursements every month.  Mr. Marchand said it sounds like Mr. Greenhalgh put the forms together, and gave them to Mrs. Muller.  He said they are now given to Mrs. Warren and she waits to the end of the month to process them and Mrs. Muller did it sooner.  
Mr. Greenhalgh said Mrs. Muller checked everything before it went to the Town Accountant.  
Mr. Keyes said Mrs. Muller took this account over seven months ago because there was a problem and requested that Mrs. Warren allow Mrs. Muller to keep this account. He said they continue to have problems with the Collector/Treasurer’s office and said this account is now being fixed and wants Mrs. Muller to continue because Mr. Greenhalgh is comfortable with this.  Mr. Wozniak thought Mr. Keyes should handle this.  He said this was requested in writing but Mrs. Warren refused to do it.  Ms. Bik said to give Mr. Keyes authority to handle this situation.  Mr. Wozniak said he already has it.  
Approve Final Draft Annual Town Meeting Warrant (Exhibit A)  

Mr. Keyes said the first eight articles are articles put on every year.  He said Town Counsel instructed him the Town does not need an added article for construction of the roads in Town.  
Article 9 – Mr. Keyes read the article and said the $400,000 figure was provided by AECOM. Mr. Sawyer wants to hold this article because there is a Capital Outlay meeting tomorrow.  
Chairman Haughey said the Board is comfortable with Articles 1-8 and Article 9 was held.  

Article 10 – Mr. Keyes said the article was approved by the Capital Outlay Committee and the Board.  

Article 11 – Mr. Keyes read the article.  

Article 12 - Mr. Keyes read the article.  Chairman Haughey said there has not been an upgrade or additional equipment and for the first time they are getting current technology.  Mr. Sawyer said this article would pay for itself. 

Article 13 - Mr. Keyes read the article.

Article 14 - Mr. Keyes read the article. Mr. Sawyer said the Capital Outlay Committee approved this article.  

Article 15 - Mr. Keyes read the article and said Mr. Suprenant needs this.  

Article 16 - Mr. Keyes read the article and said it has been approved. 
Article 17- Chairman Haughey recused himself.  Mr. Keyes said he would have Attorney Munoz discuss this article.  He said this was not a final written article.  He received an email from Superintendent Shaver-Hood and she said she would update the Town tomorrow.  
Attorney Munoz said if the School District wants to borrow money, the Towns that are members of the School District need to ratify the borrowing. She said the School District is doing the borrowing not the Town.  She said according to Chapter 71, Section 16d, the vote at the Annual Town Meeting must be within 60 days of the School District’s vote.  She said it looks like the school vote took place on September 22, 2011, so the Town needs to make sure the School District re-votes this 60 days after the Annual Town Meeting vote.   
Mr. Marchand said Millville does not have this as an article for their Annual Town Meeting.  
Mr. Sawyer said they applied for a grant and received a 57% reimbursement.  He said the Town would be responsible for $700,000 and Millville would be responsible for $300,000.  He said the Capital Outlay Committee and the Finance Committee are aware of this article.
Attorney Munoz said both Millville and Blackstone need to vote for this article or the School District could have a problem.  Mr. Keyes said if this is not passed the Superintendent would notify the Commissioner of Education.  Mr. Wozniak said $2M is not the actual cost to repair the roof; they need to send it off to bid.  Mr. Sawyer wants to put a hold on this until they have more information from the Superintendent and Millville.  Chairman Haughey returned.  
Article 18 – Mr. Keyes read the article.  He said three year contracts were previously done for the Fire Chief and the Superintendent of Public Works when the Charter was created but the Police Chief only received a one year contract.  He wants to make all contracts consistent.  
Article 19 – Mr. Keyes read the article.  He said the Dept. of Revenue recommended that this be an appointed position.  Mr. Keyes said the Dept. of Revenue requested that the Town create a Finance Team, make the payment program go from weekly to biweekly, and create policies and procedures.  He said they met those requirements.  He said this article needs a 2/3 vote at the Annual Town Meeting and then it would be put on the ballot. 
Article 20 – Mr. Keyes said it was removed.

Article 21 – Mr. Keyes read the article.  He said a bid is going out.  He said it was adopted by Town Counsel and voted by the Planning Board.  
Article 22 – Mr. Keyes read the article.  He said it was written by Gino Carlucci, Planning Board Consultant, voted by the Planning Board and approved by Town Counsel.

Article 23 – Mr. Keyes said the Town needs a final vote from the Planning Board and a recommendation from the Superintendent of Public Works.  Mr. Wozniak said he wants to hold this article pending approval from the Planning Board and Superintendent of Public Works.  
Chairman Haughey said in order for purposes of recusing himself he wants to move Articles 17 and 24 together and recused himself.  Mr. Keyes said he would make Article 24, Article 18.  Mr. Sawyer said to group Article 17 and 24 together and recommend the holds at a later time.   

Article 24 – Mr. Keyes read the article.  He said RFP’s are out and a walk through is scheduled for tomorrow morning.  Mr. Sawyer said the time for the walk through is 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM. He said they received a 57.74% reimbursement from MSBA to repair the roof and wants to set up a committee to review the reports.   Mr. Sawyer wants to hold on this and also place the two school articles together.  Chairman Haughey returned.
Article 25 - Mr. Keyes read the article.

Articles 26 - 28 – Mr. Keyes said the last three articles are petitions.  Attorney Munoz said there are a few things that are incorrect in the articles but they cannot change them because petitions have to be put on the warrant the way they were submitted.  Attorney Munoz said if the state passes them as laws, changes could be made to them. 
Mr. Sawyer moved to accept the Articles with the changes so noted, move the two school articles together and to hold three articles, seconded by Ms. Bik.   Mr. Keyes said Articles 9, 17 and 18 (formally 24) are on hold.  Vote unanimous.

Discuss Special Town Meeting Warrant (Exhibit B) 
Article 1 – Mr. Keyes read the Article.

Article 2 – Mr. Keyes read the Article.  Mr. Sawyer said Mr. Walsh is paying the debt off early. 

Article 3 – Mr. Keyes read the article.  Mr. Sawyer said this was voted on at the last Town Meeting and Mr. Walsh wants to make payment early. 
Article 4 – Mr. Keyes read the article.

Article 5 – Mr. Keyes read the article.  He said this was removed from the regular Town Meeting.  Mr. Sawyer said the Capital Outlay Committee is in favor of this.  

Mr. Sawyer said he wants to hold Article 1 until Mr. Keyes receives more information on (a) and (b).
Mr. Sawyer made a motion to approve the articles as mentioned without the hold on (a) and (b) for Article 1, seconded by Mr. Marchand.  Vote unanimous.  Mr. Keyes said he would send copies of the warrants to the Finance Committee.

New Business
JFK/AF Maloney Elementary School Funding - Mr. Keyes said this was already discussed. 
Approval of Request to use Area Behind the Fire Station for a 5K Race to Benefit Bradley Gignac and to Honor Former Blackstone Firefighter Kevin Gignac, on Saturday, April 28, 2012 @ 10:00 AM  - Mr. Wozniak made a motion to approve the request for a 5K race to benefit Bradley Gignac and Kevin Gignac on Saturday, April 28, 2012, seconded by Mr. Marchand (Exhibit C).   The race will start at 15 St. Paul Street.  Vote unanimous with one abstention by Chairman Haughey.
Approval of Payroll Warrant #12EWA33 and 12PW33 – Mr. Wozniak made a motion to approve the payroll warrants, seconded by Mr. Sawyer.  Vote unanimous. 
Approval of Vendor Warrant #12EW33 – Mr. Wozniak made a motion to approve the vendor warrant, seconded by Mr. Sawyer.  Vote unanimous.
Good & Welfare – Selectmen 
Mr. Wozniak – He said the election is next week and for people to attend the Annual Town Meeting.  He said if residents have suggestions on how to get more people to attend, contact Mr. Keyes (508) 883-1500 X113. 
Mr. Sawyer – He said the sewer wastewater plant received a four year extension because the DEP pushed the deadline back until 2017.  He said this is good news because Blackstone can renegotiate and push it back to Woonsocket.  He said Emil Kosior passed away.  He was the longest serving employee for the Town and he served on numerous committees.  He said he did a great job for the Town and wished his family the best.
Mr. Marchand – He said Mr. Kosior was also a Constable for over 50 years and will be well missed.  He said the Fire Department won first place in the chili cook-off at the Cape.  Mr. Sawyer thanked Mr. Gamache – radio host for WNRI and our cable operator for saying good things about the Board on his radio show.  He wants Mr. Suprenant to look at:  the light on Mendon Street because it is not working and the sign at Goulet Field.
Ms. Bik – She said there are still baby blankets at Town Hall.  She said the new A River Runs Through It is out.  She said April 2 is the election and urged people to vote and wished the candidates well.  She thanked the Finance Committee because they have been diligently working and also thanked the department heads, Mr. Keyes and Mrs. Moquin.  She cannot attend the walk through and thanked Mr. Sawyer for taking that helm. 

Chairman Haughey – He said Woonsocket is still asking for a rate increase for wastewater and wants to put it on the next agenda.  He also wants to add Water & Sewer Commission appointments to the next agenda and said if anyone is interested please contact them.  He attended the Mass. Firefighter academy training for driver’s safety and said they did an excellent job.  He said Parks & Rec in conjunction with Daniels Farmstead is having their Annual Egg Hunt, 286 Mendon Street on March 31 at 1 PM with a rain date of April 1 and it is for children ages 3-8.  He said interested parties must pre-register by tomorrow:  blackstonep&r@yahoo.com. He thanked Town Counsel for attending the meeting.  
Mr. Wozniak wants to add the egg hunt to the website tomorrow morning. 
Mr. Wozniak made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:51 PM, seconded by Mr. Sawyer.  Vote unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Milliken 

